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Homicide & SuicideHomicide & Suicide

I  n 1998, there were 308 suicide deaths (crude rate of 11.0 per 100,000
 population) and 106 homicide deaths (crude rate of 3.8 per 100,000) to
San Diego County residents.  The age-adjusted death rates for homicide and suicide

have been decreasing in San Diego County.  Over the five-year period from 1994 through
1998, the homicide rate decreased 50% from an age-adjusted rate of 8.0 per 100,000 to
4.0 per 100,000.  During the same time period, the suicide rate decreased 18% from 12.4
per 100,000 to 10.1 per 100,000.  The 1998 rates for homicide and suicide are both below
the Healthy People 2000 Objectives.

Suicide rates were highest among the older population, with the rate peaking at 27.9 per
100,000 among those aged 75 years and older.  Homicide rates, however, were highest
among young adults, with a high rate of 9.8 per 100,000 among those aged 15-24 years old.
The racial breakdown of victims of homicide and suicide also differs greatly.   Eighty percent
of suicide deaths occurred among the white population.  Among homicide victims, 34% were
white, 31% were Hispanic and 25% were Black.
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San Diego County, 1994-1998
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Morbidity & MortalityMorbidity & Mortality

E mergency Medical Services (EMS) ensures the quality of emergency medical services
  delivered in the county, including 9-1-1 ambulance services, trauma care services,
disaster medical services, and non-emergency ambulance services.  EMS provides

services within two ambulance districts, oversees the County�s medical disaster plan and
implements numerous community education projects.

The leading cause of injuries requiring Paramedic/EMT response for age groups 5-54 was
motor vehicle occupant crashes. In comparison, the younger and older age groups (<5 and
over 54 years) were injured due to unintentional falls.

The leading cause of injury death in San Diego County was due to motor vehicle occupant
crashes, followed by unintentional poisoning (which includes recreational drug use). Deaths
due to unintentional poisonings were the leading cause of injury deaths for individuals be-
tween the ages of 35 and 54.

Since motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of injuries and deaths it is useful to
examine the violation categories for the party at fault in motor vehicle occupant crashes. The
most common violations in injury crashes were unsafe speed and automobile failure to yield
right of way. Twelve percent of all injury crashes were due to DUI Alcohol/Drugs. DUI was a
significant cause of crash among middle-aged drivers.

InjuryInjury
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Leading Causes of Injury Among Paramedic/EMT Responses
by Age Group in San Diego County, 1998
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Source: County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Division of Emergency Medical Services, San Diego County
Prehospital Data

+Total includes 453 cases with an unspecifed age.
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Source: County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Division of Emergency Medical
Services, California Department of Health Services, Death Records.

+ Total includes seven deaths with an unknown age.
*  County of Residence.

Leading Causes of Injury Deaths
by Age Group in San Diego County*, 1998
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Motor Vehicle Injury
Rates of Motor Vehicle Occupant Injury Resulting in

Paramedic/EMT Response by Subregional Area - FY 97/98

Source: County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Division of Emergency Medical Services,
Prehospital Records FY 97/98; Population Estimates, SANDAG.
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Leading Violation Categories in Motor Vehicle Occupant Injury
Crashes by Age of Party at Fault, San Diego County

July 1, 1998 to June 30, 1999

Source:  County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Division of Emergency Medical
Services, SWITRS database FY 98/99
*  Violation categories leading to a single crash were not ranked.
** Multiple violation categories with the same number of victims were not listed due to space

limitations.
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